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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 1444 

3.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOCI, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: CHARGES DROPPED AGAINST CLERICS 

REF: CAPE TOWN 1428 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED THAT ABEL HENDRICKS, HEAD OF 
METHODIST CHURCH IN SOUTH AFRICA, HAD RECEIVED 
COURT SUMMONS FOR ATTENDING AN ILLEGAL GATHERING. 

IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ANNOUNCED THAT THREE OTHER CLERICS 
AND A CROSSROADS COMMUNITY LEADER WHO SPOKE AT JULY 
30 CROSSROADS DAY OF PRAYER HAD RECEIVED SIMILAR 
SUMMONS. 

2. YESTERDAY THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE CAPE WITHDREW 
CHARGES AGAINST ALL FIVE CROSSROADS SPEAKERS, BECAUSE 
"PROSECUTION WAS NOT IN MY VIEW WARRANTED IN THIS PARTICULR CASE.” 

3. COMMENT: THIS ON-AGAIN, OFF-AGAIN BEHAVIOR BY THE 
AUTHORITIES WITH RESPECT TO PROSECUTING DAY OF PRAYER 

SPEAKERS PROBABLY REFLECTS DESIRE TO MINIMIZE HARMFUL INTERNATIONAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAPET 01444 301152Z 

PUBLICITYTHAT TRIAL OF THE CLERICS WOULD HAVE 

ENGENDERED. WHEN SEVERAL CLERICS INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD RATHER 
STAND TRIAL THAN PAY ADMISSION OF GUILT FINES, AUTHORITIES BACKED DOWN. 

ALTERNTIVE, PRESUMABLY, WOULD HAVE BEEN TO CLEARLY PROVE THAT DAY OF 
PRAYER WAS A POLITICAL, NOT RELIGIOUS, 

MEETING. CLERGY WERE PREPARED TO CONTEST THIS POINT, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

AND ARGUE THAT THE GATHERING WAS LEGAL UNDER A BLANKET 
WAIVER FOR OUTDOOR SPORTING AND RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS 
FROM PROVISIONS OF RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES ACT. 

4. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

AHLGREN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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